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Opioids are drugs that can be prescribed as medicine for the treatment of severe or recurring pain. They are at times referred to under narcotics but most of their prescriptive uses include choric backaches and headaches through the recovery process post surgery, or severe pain brought about by cancer, or medications after injuries. Opioids relieve pain by first attaching to receptors which are protein in the gut, spinal cord, or brain on nerve cells. The receptors then stop the transmission of pain signals transmitted through the vertebrae. They however present a risk of exposure which increases with prolonged use for the treatment of chronic pain. Potential side effects of the use of opioids include nausea, constipation, and sleepiness. The drug however has life-threatening risks that include loss of consciousness, slowed heart rate, and shallow breathing. Additionally, in the decision of suddenly quitting from opioids may result in insomnia or jittery nerves. Restrictive tendencies are advised when using opioids since addition of dosage can result in addiction. According to the revised statistics by the National Institute on Drug Abuse, more than 130 people in the United States die in a day after exposure to opioids (National Institute on Drug Abuse, 2019). 
Trisha, from the ABC News media, highlights about the tragic death in Miami of a boy aged ten from fentanyl. Her article includes referencing of data about the crisis from the Centers for disease Control and Prevention which serves to give credibility from her piece. Her article also diverts and gives a brief comparison of the drug in question which serves to expound highlight on how powerful and potentially potent the drug is. Though the topic mentions the death of a boy, the article barely mentions such a character and is highly detailed on the effects and impacts of the drug (Pasricha, 2017). The topic picked can therefore be deciphered as a catch-phrase to draw attention. Trisha also creates a base of relevant conclusions and reasons for the growth of issue into an epidemic and mentions the local terms the drug is associated with. Facts are also provided to highlight the relevant potency of the drug in all its forms. The article mentions and briefs about significant facts but lacks to draw significant statistics to make the article capable to stand on its own and requiring secondary site for follow up. Swalve and DeFoster mention this as a tactic which does not provide complete but rather problematic data (Swalve & DeFoster, 2016). 
The statistics are brought highlighted by the editorial board of the New York Times who also highlight that the fatalities do not account for secondary fatalities. For an example, they highlight a situation where a couple died from an overdose while their child succumbed to starvation. This serves as an emotional appeal for the presentation of the article, and also is exhausted to provide a baseline and a story telling angle for the secondary effects of the epidemic. The entire presentation is grim supported by evidence that provided no justifiable means. The statistics involved also involve a huge range in terms of period of analysis and assessment which is a tactic meant to amass more significant figures at the risk of risking lack of probability and trends that can be tracked (The Editorial Board, 2018). 
Al-Hlou, Katz, and Jordan working for The New York Times, in an attempt to illustrate a trends and illuminate on the facts associating the drug crisis, begin by indicating the origins of the origin of the epidemic. Chronological order follows with significant data that makes the data presented more realistic and practical. The article presents subsequent information on the effects and development which proves essential and necessary for the readers to follow through the assessment. The article also includes figures to support the points made by the article, but the data is not sufficient to a position where it can stand on its own adequately. The article is brief on the mentions of the locations within the affected regions, just mentioning the worst hit (Coomber, Morris, & Dunn, 2000). The video highlights questions that the composers thought was crucial for the understanding of the drug and the necessity of the same medical situations.  
The opinion of the editorial opinion at the Washington post is that the efforts of the Congress to end the abuse of opioid are not sufficient. They illuminate in an news article that the addictive crisis is evolving into a new morphing and deadly form instead of withering with the efforts of the federal government deemed as catching-up. The efforts have witnessed bills passed by both houses demonstrating incremental reforms but the article surmises the situations necessitates for more, similar in level to the attention granted to the AIDS epidemic (The Editorial Board, 2018).
Michael Barbaro brings to the lime light the situation opioid has created in the United States. In his news article for the New York Times, he similarizes the crisis brought about by Opioid in America with the war in Vietnam when comparing the fatalities of both. The crisis had been highlighted as a national emergency prior to the post. However, the president, Donald Trump, had earlier raised the current concern when, in his official capacity, declared the epidemic a public health emergency (Barbaro, 2017). The distinction is very significant since the prior state allowed for government to mobilize agencies so as to tap into emergency response funds in a short term basis but the declaration raises the issue as requiring long term assessment and response. The initiative was directed at raising more funds which would be critical in the prevention, harm reduction, treatment and social support brought about by opioids.
Steve Frank, in his report for CBS News, presents the article as an opinion. In his article, ‘opioid epidemic puts county coroner over budget,’ presents the opinion of the coroner of the suburban Chicago County. Frank does not present any statistical findings recording the levels of comparisons, appealing to emotions rather than findings. The entire piece highlights the views, perception and beliefs of his interviewee, the Cinical Director at Lighthouse Recovery, County Sheriff, and the Coroner for Kane, Nate Lanthrum, Ron Hain and Rob Russell respectively (Frank, 2019). Frank also highlights significant input from analysis of the residents from the area. Frank however, attaches a series of photos to his posts meant to illuminate on the actual crisis and also serves as an emotional appeal to the readers.
The CBS News team highlights a follow up update onto a case involving an opioid epidemic, where they begin by introducing their interviewees attempting to show their relevance to the story. Significant referencing to the news program called ’60 minutes’ is aimed at driving up the buzz, coupled with recognizable mentions of reporters involved. The article also references to an earlier post for ease of following the development of the story, the facts presented within are the opinions of the interviewees and also other historical facts about the epidemic. The article also includes the advancements made by the executive body which had direct impact on the interviewees (CBS News, 2017). The article, however, lacks statistics relevant for the analysis and assessment of the storyline. The article reflects the sensational epitome used by reporters as assessed by Coomber, Morris and Dunn (Coomber, Morris, & Dunn, 2000). 
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